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says Haushofer, from gaining her "full stature." Early in the
Middle Ages there began for the Reich the process of dis-
memberment which may now be observed in the British
Empire. Thus, Germany found no satisfactory solution for the
Baltic territories; the result was the existing irrational territorial
system. So in the past with the separation of the Netherlands
from the Reich, the transfer of the Flemings to the Romance
empire, the cutting off of Switzerland, of the Danish territories.
The old federative German Empire, from which all these
members wrested their independence, came to ruin through the
lack of the will to rule. The lesson the National Socialists draw
from Germany's past is that dismemberment can only be
prevented by a rigid centralization. The developments in the
British Empire seem to their historians to be a repetition of the
error of the old German Reich. The second Reich, the
Germany of Bismarck and William II, tried to avoid that error.
National Socialism sees its own great significance in its gift to
the nation of imperial ambitions. The Germany of William II
threatened British life at its most sensitive points. But it lacked
the actual sense of a mission. The essence of the German
mission to-day is the consciousness of being the chosen people
with a permanent and universal task. Germany no longer
menaces Britain; she is seizing the leadership only because the
British nation has become feeble and weary. The young
German imperialism of pre-war days was an attempt to solve
our pressing population problems without suffering a continual
loss by emigration; the new German will to world hegemony is
the definite resolve to transform the world order under Grerman
leadership.
Germany's new growth is breaking all the resistance of rival
Powers, as the germ will split the hardest stone. But that which
is growing up with Germany is not an imperialism of the style
of the end of the nineteenth century. The coming order will be
an upheaval of dimensions at present inconceivable. It will not
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